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high standards of morality "and purity upon others
and never spared those who showed intolerance
in their dealings with others and especially with
those of other faiths.
He built up a large empire and ruled it well.
He wielded autocratic power and had the whole
authority in his own hands. It was he who was
the final authority in everything, in the appoint-
ment of officers, in the details of administration,
in the conduct of campaigns, and in the con-
clusion of treaties. He was also the final court of
appeal. He could decide all disputes of whatever
nature. He had, however, a council of eight
ministers to assist him, such as the prime minister,
the revenue minister, the historian, the chief
secretary, the foreign secretary, the commander-
in-ehief, the head of the religious department, and
the chief justice.
All this power rested upon an army which con-
sisted of cavalry, infantry, and artillery. Though
it was mainly Indian in character, Europeans
were recruited for the artillery. It had a chief
OGmsaander and under hm were placed com-
manders of (me thousand and five thousand.
The havaldar was the lowest officer and was at
the head of twenty-five soldiers. The salary of
tbese was paid direct from the treasury, and
Sivaji himself looked into the recruitments to
the army. This army was used for keeping law
aad order in the kingdom, but it was also em-